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RESUMEN

Elobjetivo principal de este articulo de investigacion es realizar un estudio
comparativo de la inversion social en veinte paises latinoamericanos. Este
indicador de inversion social se analiza con base en cuatro aspectos: (i) educacion;
(i) salud; (iii) vivienda; y (iv) asistencia social general; todos ellos se identifi-
can como porcentajes del producto interno bruto de los diferentes paises. De esa
manera, se estima la atencidn social en funcion de la capacidad productiva de las
diferentes naciones. La metodologia incluye comparaciones con condicionantes
de pobreza e indigencia. Se establecen analisis de graficos, de parametros esta-
disticos, de correlaciones, modelos econométricos, ademas de analisis por agru-
paciones. Los paises con mayor inversion social resultan ser Argentina, Uruguay
y Brasil; los de menor inversion en este campo serian: Guatemala, Honduras y

Paraguay.

Palabras clave: inversiones sociales, condiciones economicas y sociales de
Ameérica Latina, métodos de investigacion social.
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ABSTRACT

he aim of this paper is to develop

a comparative study of social
investment in twenty Latin American
Countries. This indicator of social
investment is analyzed based on
four aspects: (i) education; (ii) health
services; (iii) housing; and (iv) social
assistance; all of them are identified
as percentage of gross domestic
products (GDP) of each country. By
doing this, it is possible to find out
efforts to improve social conditions
based on available national resources.
Methodological components of this
research include comparative analysis
with poverty conditions, general
statistical ~ indicators,  correlation
matrix, econometric models, and also
the analysis procedures by groups.
Countries which shown high levels
of social investments are Argentina,
Uruguay and Brazil; conversely, those
with low standards of social support

include: Guatemala, Honduras and
Paraguay.
Key Words: social investments,

Latin American social and economic
conditions, methods of social research.
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